[The diagnostic value of the histamine test in studying the gastric juice of patients with duodenal peptic ulcer].
Measurements were made of the content of pepsin and hydrochloric acid in gastric juice from 96 duodenal ulcer patients, obtained under the conditions of basal secretion and after histamine administration in the submaximal dose. The disease was marked by changes in the response to histamine on the part of gastric glands. In duodenal ulcer patients, histamine primarily stimulates pepsin secretion whereas in healthy subjects, secretion of hydrochloric acid is predominant. Based on the regularity thus revealed, a new test (the ratio of the histamine index of pepsin to the histamine index of hydrochloric acid) was developed. This test is of importance for the diagnosis of duodenal ulcer and predicting the gravity of the course it may run.